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North American continent during the
war. It was also the first time since the
War of 1812 that a foreign military
force had occupied North American
soil.

Later, the men of the Eleventh Air
Force flew some of the war’s longest
missions against Japanese installa-
tions in the northern Kurile Islands
from bases on Attu and Shemya Is-
lands. During the Aleutian Campaign,
the veterans of the Eleventh Air Force
flew 297 missions and dropped 3,662 tons
of bombs on Japanese installations on
Attu and Kiska. One hundred and four-
teen men were killed; another forty-
two were reported missing in action
and another forty-six died as a result of
accidents.

Following the end of the campaign,
the Eleventh Air Force was reduced in
strength from a high of 16,526 in August
1943 to a low of 6,849 by the war’s end.
The two bomber squadrons that re-
mained along with Navy air units flew
bombing and reconnaissance missions
against Japanese targets in the north-
ern Kurile Islands. The military used
the highly classified operation, code
named Wedlock, which also involved
submarine patrols and shore bombard-
ment, to divert Japanese attention
north and mislead them about U.S.
strategy in the Pacific.

It succeeded in its objective. The
Japanese increased their garrison in
the northern Kuriles from 8,000 in 1943,
to 41,000 in 1944. They maintained 400
aircraft there in anticipation that
America was planning to invade Japan
by a northern route.

During this time, Eleventh Air Force
bombers flew 276 missions, losing 74
crew members killed in action and 11
taken prisoners of war, of which 3 died
in captivity. Another 179 were interned
in the Soviet Union—where they land-
ed after experiencing difficulties re-
turning to their home bases. They were
among the 291 young American air-
crews who temporarily wound up in So-
viet hands as the result of the air war
in the Pacific.

Unlike other World War II theaters of
operations, the Aleutians has not been
properly recognized. The men and
women who served on those wind swept
and hauntingly beautiful islands have
not been forgotten. Alaskans are grate-
ful for what they did to defend our free-
dom and land. Their efforts, and those
who served elsewhere in the territory,
contributed immeasurably to the
growth and development of my State.
They helped provide the foundation
that ultimately led to the achievement
of statehood.

Those who fought for our Nation’s
values during a difficult time in the
Aleutians and the North Pacific The-
ater are truly heros. It is my honor to
say thank you and recognize them on
this Veterans Day.
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VETERANS DAY, 2001

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, it
is my privilege to rise and thank the

men and women who have served in our
Nation’s armed forces. This Sunday,
November 11, 2001, our country takes a
moment to recognize the men and
women who have made our country a
free Nation for over 225 years.

Veterans Day is a day that is as di-
verse and as rich in history as the
many battles that were fought defend-
ing our freedom. November 11, 1918 is
the date most remembered as the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
This day began with the laying down of
arms and blowing of whistles. Im-
promptu parades were held and shops
closed for the day to honor veterans. 83
years ago November 11 became known
as ‘‘Armistice Day.’’

For 16 peaceful years following World
War I, the United States along with
other countries such as Canada, Aus-
tralia and Britain celebrated this day.
A moment of silence at the allotted
hour of 11AM was held to remember the
sacrifices that men and women made in
order to ensure that freedom reigns.

Sadly, as we all know, war is a part
our lives. Around every corner adver-
sity and evil exists. However, Ameri-
cans being steadfast and always deter-
mined to live life peacefully continued
to observe a day of remembrance and
appreciation on November 11.

In 1938 Congress passed a bill that
November 11 ‘‘shall be dedicated to the
cause of world peace and. . .hereafter
celebrated and known as Armistice
Day.’’ But shortly thereafter World
War II broke out. Over Sixteen mil-
lion—I repeat, over sixteen million—
Americans took part in World War II.
Veterans Day was officially recognized
in 1954 when the late President Eisen-
hower signed a bill that proclaimed No-
vember 11 as Veterans Day.

We also pay tribute to those soldiers
who made the ultimate sacrifice. In
1921 an American soldier, whose name
was ‘‘known but to God,’’ was buried at
Arlington National Cemetery. This sol-
dier became the personification of dig-
nity and reverence for America’s vet-
erans. In 1958, two more unidentified
fallen American soldiers from World
War II and Korea were interred next to
their comrade of World War I. These
brave soldiers, and all those who have
died on the battle field who have never
returned home for a proper burial, are
guarded day and night by men and
women in the armed services.

Today America is facing a new kind
of war, one that does not quickly as-
similate with previous conflicts our
soldiers have faced, a war that is being
fought by men and women who, as
thousands before them, have answered
the call to duty to protect and defend
our freedom.

Our military is engaged in conflict
overseas with a vile and inhumane
enemy, an enemy that lives in shad-
ows, strikes at innocent civilians, and
finds victory in terror. It is a new kind
of war. But one thing remains the
same. Our armed forces carry on the
fight for freedom.

On September 11, our world changed.
Once again, we are a nation at war.

Once again, our troops are engaged in
conflict overseas. And once again, they
will prevail.

It is my sincere honor to thank all
veterans who have served in our armed
forces.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD A. LAURIE
∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Edward Laurie of Enfield, NH, an ex-
emplary public official who dedicated
himself to serving the people of New
Hampshire for more than 26 years. As
chief of police for the city of Lebanon
since 1991, he has brought to the office
the professional skills and knowledge
of law enforcement which has bene-
fitted the citizens of Lebanon and the
entire State.

Edward began his career as a patrol
officer in 1975, and was promoted
through the ranks of the Lebanon Po-
lice Department serving positions in-
cluding: police sergeant from 1984–1985,
police lieutenant from 1985–1986, police
captain from 1987–1991 and police chief
from 1991–2001.

He was an active member of the law
enforcement who participated in pro-
grams including: chairman of the New
Hampshire Regional Drug Task Force,
executive board member of the New
Hampshire Attorney General’s Drug
Task Force, president of the New
Hampshire Police Association, asso-
ciate of the FBI National Academy,
and member of the New England and
Grafton County Chiefs of Police Asso-
ciations.

Edward was active in the Lebanon
community and provided dedicated
service to area charities including the
New Hampshire Special Olympics and
Lebanon Lions and Kiwanis Clubs.

Throughout his career, Edwards has
served the city of Lebanon and the
State of New Hampshire with dedica-
tion and pride. The people of Lebanon
owe a debt of gratitude to Edward for
the contributions which he has made
making the city and the State a safer
and more pleasant environment in
which to live.

It is an honor and a privilege to rep-
resent Edward Laurie in the United
States Senate. I wish him and his fam-
ily Godspeed in his retirement and in
all of their future endeavors.∑
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VETERANS DAY, 2001
∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
as we again approach Veterans Day, it
is vital that we pause, more so than on
any Veterans Day in recent memory,
to give tribute to the more than 48 mil-
lion heroic veterans who have served in
our military since the start of the Re-
public and who have fought so that the
freedom and safety of this great Nation
would not be compromised. We owe our
veterans our heartfelt gratitude for an-
swering the call and serving us all in
the United States Armed Forces.
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